
September 21, 2017 
  

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners  
 
Chairman Gunderson called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Commissioners Bommersbach, 
Jacobson, Hall and Gunderson were present.  Commissioner Redland was absent.   
  
Chairman Gunderson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  After a few additions, Commissioner 
Jacobson made a motion to approve the agenda with additions, Commissioner Hall seconded the motion, and all voted in 
favor.  
 
Chairman Gunderson asked if everyone had a chance to read the minutes of the September 5th meeting.  Commissioner 
Jacobson made a motion to approve the minutes from the September 5th meeting as submitted, Commissioner Hall 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Galen Cariveau, Human Resources, provided the board with an update of his activities since beginning on September 13th.  
He noted that he had ordered two fireproof filing cabinets and some guest chairs as well as an external hard drive.  He had 
attended the meet and greet set up with Department Heads on the 13th and was intending to followup with each 
department head individually.  He also stated that he had attended the Insurance Committee Meeting on the 14th.   
Mr. Cariveau also noted that he has been reviewing the three (3) union contracts as well as the Personnel Policy and will be 
reviewing job descriptions.   
 
Chairman Gunderson brought forward information provided by Kelly Kappes, Custodian, on the cost of installing an electric 
heater in the area created for the Extension Service secretary since there currently is not heat in that portion of the 
building.  After limited discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve purchase and installation of the 
heater in the Extension Secretary area.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Gunderson then brought forward several Affidavits for Duplicate of Lost or Destroyed Warrants in the names of 
Colleen Rasmusson, Lutheran Social Services, Chris Kujava, and American Family Life Insurance.   After some discussion, 
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the Affidavit of Lost Warrant, waive the bond and reissue the 
warrant for Colleen Rasmusson in the amount of $580.88, originally issued on November 23, 2016.  Commissioner Jacobson 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Next Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the Affidavit of Lost Warrant, waive the bond and reissue the warrant 
for Lutheran Social Services in the amount of $2,980.40, dated July 13, 2017.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion 
and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Jacobson then made a motion to approve the Affidavit of Lost Warrant, waive the bond and reissue the 
warrant for Chris Kujava in the amount of $8.26, dated April 16, 2015.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and 
all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Hall then made a motion to approve the Affidavit of Lost Warrant, waive the bond and reissue the warrant 
for American Family Life Insurance in the amount of $36.40, dated August 18, 2017.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Kristi Rott, Norman Mahnomen Public Health, then addressed the board with information regarding the current wellness 
activity providing fruit and vegetable options in employee break rooms for purchase by the employees.  Kristi also noted 
the upcoming First Aid/CPR training being offered to employees, and encouraged the commissioners to also attend a 
session on either October 9th or 16th.   
 
Ms. Rott then presented the board with a proposal for a Worksite Wellness Program for employees involving the county 
purchasing a corporate membership for benefitted county employees at the Dekko Community Center.  Kristi went on to 
say they had surveyed employees regarding gym membership and whether they would utilize a Wellness Program of this 
type if it were implemented and they had very good response.  She had talked with Ashley Larson, Director at the Dekko 
Center, and the county would be able to purchase such a membership for benefitted employees for $350 per month which 
would be less than $5.00 per employee per month, and this would also allow employee spouses and children to also use the 
facility.  The board thanked Kristi for the information and stated that they would consider the proposal.   
 
Chairman Gunderson then addressed the letter provided by Sheriff Thornton to the Board because he was not able to 
attend the meeting due to a Next Gen 911 meeting with the State of Minnesota.  The letter addressed the need to accept 
the resignation of Samuel Eken as a part-time Dispatch/Jailer.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the 
letter of resignation from Sam Eken with thanks for his months of service.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion 
and all voted in favor.   
 
 Auditor/Treasurer Hanson then addressed the board with information regarding changes the legislature made with regard 
to prohibited purchasers of tax-forfeited properties; explaining that along with the long standing list of prohibited 
purchasers the legislature passed a revision to M.S. 282.016 allowing the county auditor to prohibit other persons or 
entities from becoming a purchaser of tax-forfeited properties.  Auditor/Treasurer Hanson requested that the board pass 
CR 09-21-2017-1 prohibiting from purchasing a tax-forfeited property, any person or entity who owns another property 
within the county for which there are delinquent taxes owing.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a 
motion to approve CR 09-21-2017-1, Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution passed 
unanimously.  A copy of this resolution is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   



Auditor/Treasurer Hanson then requested that the board pass CR 09-21-2017-2 authorizing public sale of the tax-forfeited 
land and setting the sale date as Thursday, October 19, 2017, time of 10:00 a.m. by the Norman County Auditor at the 
Norman County Courthouse, for not less than the basic sale price and that all sales shall be full payment in cash.  
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve CR 09-21-2017-2, Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and on 
roll call vote, the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of this resolution is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   
 
David Stene, CFO, representing the 1st Floor Department Heads, brought forth a proposal to purchase solar roller shades for 
the 1st floor of the original courthouse.  Mr. Stene stated that the existing shades in the offices are brittle and are known to 
be from at least the early 70’s, and stated that the draperies in the offices are equally as old.  Some of the offices have 
removed the draperies due to the smoke, dust and dirt contained within them.  After some discussion, Commissioner 
Jacobson made a motion to approve the purchase of the solar roller shades for the offices on the first floor.  Commissioner 
Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
After a short break at 10:07 a.m. Jerilyn Swenson, County Highway Engineer, presented her agenda.  The first item on Ms. 
Swenson’s agenda was the Local Bridge Replacement Program Grant Agreement for SAP 054-598-041 dealing with CR 167 
bridge replacement.  Ms. Swenson stated that this is an agreement with MnDOT which would provide Norman County with 
$87,893.00 towards the replacement of the arch pipe with a single box culvert.  After some discussion, Commissioner 
Jacobson made a motion to approve CR 09-21-2017-3 dealing with the Local Bridge Replacement Grant for SAP 054-598-
041.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution passed unanimously.  A copy of this 
resolution is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.    
 
Next Jerilyn presented the Local Bridge Replacement Program Grant Agreement for SAP 054-598-042 dealing with CR 105 
bridge replacement.  Ms. Swenson stated that this agreement would provide Norman County with $93,644.00 towards the 
replacement of a timber bridge with a double lined box culvert.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve CR 09-21-
2017-4 in support of the Local Bridge Replacement Grant for SAP-054-598-042.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the 
motion and on roll call vote the resolution passed unanimously.  A copy of this resolution is on file in the 
Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.  Ms. Swenson noted that Olson Construction of Thief River Falls is the contractor on both these 
projects.   
 
Next on Engineer Swenson’s agenda was a construction update stating that Davidson Construction had completed  
CP-17-00-01, and Zavoral Construction was in the process of putting rumble strips on their paving projects.  Olson 
Construction is working on bridge replacements and Gladen Construction will be mobilizing on the CR 161 triple line box 
culvert project on September 25th.   
 
Ms. Swenson then addressed the bid opening on SAP-054-599-060 that was held on Tuesday.  Jerilyn stated that there were 
a total of 4 bidders on the project, however, one bidder did not enclose their surety bond, so that bid was not read.  Two 
bidders did not submit the entire proposal and she felt the remaining bid was excessively high.  Ms. Swenson recommended 
rejecting all bids and re-advertising the project next year.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to reject all bids on SAP-
054-599-060.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Lou Tasa, MnDOT, was in attendance and Commissioners asked Mr. Tasa what was new at MnDOT.  Lou mentioned local 
road assistance projects and also noted that Craig Collison, MnDOT engineer in the Bemidji area has taken a mobility to 
work with Workmen’s Comp on safety issues, and that a new engineer was on staff in the Bemidji office during this time.   
 
Jill Murray, Assessor, entered the meeting at 10:30 a.m. with an abatement request for Mabel Jacobson.  Ms. Murray stated 
that Mabel had moved into an assisted living facility in 2015 and assessor staff incorrectly pulled the homestead on Mabel’s 
property.  Jill explained that according to M.S. 273.13, subdivision 25a, Mabel was entitled to retain her homestead 
exclusion and classification on her agricultural property.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the 
abatement request on behalf of Ms. Jacobson.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Bommersbach then updated the board on the road closure issue with DNR at the north edge of Section 17 of 
the Prairie Smoke Dunes Scientific & Natural Area, stating that he had received a call from Rita Albrecht from the Bemidji 
DNR Office letting him know that they are diligently working on the research behind this and will hope to have a decision 
before too long.   
 
At 10:43 a.m. Lucas Spaeth, representing the City of Halstad, presented the board with a counter offer in the amount of 
$1,000 on Parcel 28-3463000, which the City of Halstad wishes to obtain for blight removal and then in the future will offer 
as a lot for residential development.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve CR 09-21-2017-5 allowing the 
City of Halstad to purchase the property for blight removal for $1,000.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and 
on roll call vote the resolution passed unanimously.  A copy of this resolution is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.    
 
Auditor/Treasurer Hanson then brought before the board the issue of a small 22 foot wide parcel that has forfeited for non-
payment of taxes and that she would like to see sold to the adjacent landowners, David & Phyllis Prestegord, for the back 
taxes due to the fact that the property cannot be improved because it does not comply with local ordinances for building.  
After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to allow David & Phyllis Prestegord to purchase parcel  
32-8652000 for $80.   Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Auditor/Treasurer Hanson then brought before the board a Request for County Board Action to approve classification as 
non-conservation land, approval of basic sale prices, and authorization of public sale of tax-forfeited land listed on the 2017 
List of Tax Forfeited Land as attached to CR 08-17-2017-1 dated August 17, 2017, and setting the sale scheduled at 10:00 
a.m. on October 19, 2017 in the Norman County Commissioner’s Room of the County Courthouse.  Commissioner 



Bommersbach made a motion to approve the Request for Board Action, Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and 
all voted in favor.   
 
At 11:00 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, entered the meeting.  James stated that he and Commissioners Redland and 
Hall had met as a steering committee for the creation of a committee to recommend options for a county-wide economic 
development authority.  After some discussion, Commissioner Hall made a motion for the adoption of CR 09-21-2017-6.  
Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of 
this resolution is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   
 
At 11:15 a.m. Tara Jensen, Wild Rice Watershed District, entered the meeting.  She addressed the board with regard to the 
last county board meeting when there was discussion on beaver bounty and felt that the county could benefit from 
knowing exactly what the policy is at the WRWD.  Tara also shared with the board the written Nuisance Beaver Control 
Policy used by the Wild Rice Watershed District.   
 
Discussion followed regarding the county beaver bounty request from Randall Olson and this was tabled until further 
information could be gathered.   
 
At 11:35 a.m. David Stene, Chief Financial Officer, presented information regarding the Riparian Aid Funds and further 
discussion ensued.   
 
Mr. Stene also presented the board with some adjustments made to the budget requests.  He also provided the board with 
several options regarding setting the preliminary levy.   After considerable discussion Commissioner Bommersbach made a 
motion to set the preliminary levy at a 4% increase from the 2017 gross levy of $6,009,860 to $6,250,254.  Commissioner 
Gunderson seconded the motion and further discussion ensued.  When Commissioner Gunderson called for the vote there 
were 3 yeas, and 1 nay from Commissioner Hall.  Motion carried.   
 
Mr. Stene then presented a Payroll System request for streamlining the payroll process by purchasing an additional HR 
Module from Computer Professionals Unlimited, Inc at a cost of $6,500.  After Dave explained how this addition would 
enhance the current payroll system, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve allowing the request to add 
the HR module to the payroll system.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
David also provided the board with some information regarding the cost of the yearly audit in past years as well as some 
information from other counties with respect to who they have perform their yearly audit and the associated costs 
incurred.   
 
At 12:34 p.m. Chairman Gunderson asked if all commissioners had reviewed the bills as presented.   After further review, 
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the bills as presented:   
 
Road & Bridge - $ 94,333.87 Revenue - $ 16,154.74  Public Health - $ 3,610.42  
 
Building - $752.35  County Homes - $ 633.29  Solid Waste - $ 5,672.45 
 
County Ditch - $331.50  TOTAL:  $ 121,488.62 
 
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 
 
There being nothing further on the agenda, Chairman Gunderson adjourned the meeting at 12:40 p.m.   
 
 
____________________________________________ ____________________________________________ 
Marvin Gunderson, Chairman     Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


